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By CAROLYN TOOPS ° 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Priorities for the first six 
months of 1978 were outlined 
for members of the Vigo Coun- 
ty Park and Recreation Board 
by Superintendent Keith Ruble 
at the monthly meeting Mon- 
day. 

Though he emphasized the 
need to continue to provide 
rural recreation facilities in the 
upcoming six months, Ruble 
also urged the board to ‘“‘be 
cautious and not spread 
ourselves too thin” when it 
comes to future projects. 

Ruble noted that while 
“bricks and mortgr”’ funding is 
available, when it comes to 
operating money for upkeep 
and maintenance of new 
projects, a different picture 
comes into focus. 

Ruble thinks that, under the 
tax freeze, the county park de- 
partment is “just about at our 
limit.” Except for the Glenn 
Recreation Center, the main- 
tenance staff is sufficient to 
take care of the existing park 
facilities adequately, he said. 

Additional parks and facil- 
ities are definitely needed, he 
said, but they would be a prob- 
lem to maintain, Ruble pointed 
out. : 

He suggested that the park 
department ‘‘not give up on a 
large project in the northern 
part of the county, even if 
operating funds are limited... 
try to purchase a suitable site 
and do nothing with it till funds 
are available.” 

Glenn Recreation Center 
opened in 1973, under terms of 
a 99-year lease with the Vigo 
County School Corporation. Any 
decision about the future of the 
center would have to be ap- 
proved by both the county park 
board and the VCSC. 

The facility has become 
more expensive to operate each 
year, because of the age and 
deteriorating physical condi- 
tion of the buildings, particular- 
ly the heating system. 
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` The board will take a long 
hard look at the alternatives in 
the next several months. How- 
ever, Ruble hastened to add 
that any decision about Glenn is 
in the future, and will not affect 
the operation of the center dur- 
ing the rest of the winter, 
spring and summer. 

On a more positive note, 
Ruble noted that improvements 
and additions to several park 
facilities will be made within 
the next few months — at the 
new Smith Park in Prairieton, 
Lee Fields and South Seventh 
Street parks in the West Terre | 


Haute area; and Dresser Park. 

Also, Ruble reported he has 
almost completed the master | 
plan update. E 

Some of .the remaining se- 
quences of a 15-minute film 
depicting pioneer life will be 
filmed at Prairie Creek Parkin 
late February or early March 
at Vigo County’s first maple 
festival, Ruble said. 

The educational film is being 
made by the county park de- 
partment and Purdue 
University’s Audio Visual De- 
partment. Ruble plans to use 
the film in conjunction with 
tours of the Pioneer Village at 
Fowler Park, beginning this 
fall. 

The film depicts early 
pioneer families setting up 
homesteads in Indiana, and will 
show the various crafts and 
skills used by the settlers at 
different seasons of the year. ” 

Ruble reminded interested 
groups and organizations that 
the new log barn at Fowler 
Park is available for meetings, 
at a $10 fee. Reservations may 
be made by calling the county 
park department. 

Also, he reported that thus 
far about 16 school groups have 
made plans to visit the new 
maple camp this season, with 
Ruble as tour guide. 

At its January meeting, the 
park board re-elected its of- 
ficers. They include Max G. 
Miller, president; Susan Mc- 
Carthy, vice president; and 
John William Thompson, secre- 
tary. Members are Fox Burns, 
John Etling and Burch Harlan. 

Copies of the 1977 annual 
report are available at the park 
office at the courthouse, 
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By MIKE RUSSELL 
Star Staff Writer 

With the warm, sunny days of 
summer just a few thunder- 
storms away, the city and coun- 
ty parks are offering a diver- 
sified program of activities and 
opportunities for old and young, 
single and married alike to 
enjoy. 

Many of the programs, espe- 
cially in the city parks, are 
aimed at providing recreation 
for thousands of students free 
during summer vacation. The 
county offerings provide 
chances for family and group 
outings as well as facilities for 
youths and individuals. 

The city’s recreation pro- 
gram, which annually provides 
countless hours of enjoyment 
for youngsters, will begin June 
12 this summer season and con- 
tinue until August 18. 

The playground program will 
involve five city parks: Sher- 
idan, Rose, Voorhees, Thomp- 
son and Collett. Supervised 
play activities will be offered at 
each of the sites. In addition, 
Spencer Park will once again 
offer an extensive baseball pro- 
gram for children aged 5-12. 
Different leagues will be 
formed according to a child's 
age with the youngest batting 
from a tee rather than facing 
pitching. 

Tennis instructors will teach 
classes during the same 10- 
week period. Classes wiil be in 
session at Collett, Rea, Brit- 
tlebank and Deming parks. 

All three of the city swim- 
ming pools will open June 3. 
The pools at Sheridan and 
Voorhees parks will close Au- 
gust 27, but the larger Deming 
Park pool will remain open 
through the Labor Day week- 
end and close September 5. 

Organized softball leagues at 
Memorial Park will begin May 
19 and continue through Sep- 
tember 1. Leagues for men and 
women will again be offered 


and for the first time a youth 
league will be formed. 

The nature center at Dobbs 
Park east on Indiana 42 will 
continue through the summer 
with its on-going programs, as 
well. 

Facilities for picnics and 
group gatherings are available 
at some of the parks. Reserva- 
tions are required to secure 


shelters at Demming, Dobbs 
and Collett parks. There is no 
charge for use. 

Creative playgrounds are 
featured at some of the parks 
as Sheridan, Collett, Deming, 
Voorhees, Rose, Thompson and 
Brittlebank offer either the 
newer forms of equipment or 
the more traditional sets of 
apparatus. 

The county park system will 
also have a recreation program 
at various sites. Playground 
equipment will be taken to each 
of the parks at least twice a 
week and, if adult supervisors 
can be found, may be available 
daily. 

Lee Fields Park in West 
Terre Haute has multi-purpose 
courts available; the South Sev- 
enth Street Park courts will 
undergo resurfacing; activity 
will continue at Fontanet on the 
Bean Dinner grounds, and the 
old school house at New Goshen 
will be a focal point for sum- 
mer activity in that area. 

The biggest attraction in the 
county park system, however, 
are the opportunities at Fowler 
and Prairie Creek parks. 

Fowler Park, located eight 
miles south and one mile east of 
the city, has a variety of offer- 
ings. While there are no or- 
ganized activities per se, op- 
portunities abound. 

Camping continues to be one 
of the major attractions at 
Fowler Park. For a minimal 
fee, campers can obtain one of 
the 60 spaces. Those desiring a 
bit more of a challenge and 
wilderness adventure can pro- 
cure a primitive area for a} 
night under the stars with the | 
mosquitos. 


Rent-free shelters are also 
available to groups for picnic 
use and for the first time this 
year a meeting room in the log 
barn will be available. The log 
barn meeting room will have a 
slight charge. 


Picnic areas abound at the 
park, and swimming will once 
again be open at the man-made 
lake. Life guards will be on- 
duty to protect divers and 
swimmers. 

Row boats will be available 
for rental as well as paddle 
boats. Fishing promises to be 
good once again with bass, 
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channel catfish, crappie and 
sunfish teeming. Fishing 
licenses are required. 

A 2%-mile trail system for 
hikers and equestrians will be 
open for the first time this 
year. A five-acre lake is situ- 
ated along the trail for an addi- 
tional fishing site for area an- 
glers. 

The park's pioneer village 
will also be open during the 
summer, along with the state's 
oldest covered bridge. October 
will bring the Pioneer Festival 
at the park. 

Prairie Creek Park, while 
not as well known, offers simi- 
lar facilities for outdoorsmen. 
The park, located in the 
southwest section of the county, 
offers picnic shelters, tennis 
courts, basketball courts, cam- 
ping, fishing, hiking trails and a 
creative playground. 

The Glenn Recreation Center 
will have tennis and softball for 
certain, but the future of the 
building remains in doubt. A 
public hearing is scheduled for 
Monday, April 24, for public 
input on a decision to raze the 
structure. Miss Softball Ameri- 
ca will once again use the 
grounds for league play. 
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Officials aware of needs 


By J. BLAINE AKERS 
Tribune-Star Writer 


Editor’s note: The following 
is the first article in a series 
concerning a recent study of 
the Terre Haute Park and Rec- 
reation and its needs. 

A Study by the Terre Haute 
Park and Recreation Depart- 
ment reveals that approximate- 
ly 65 percent of the persons 
responding to a poll said the 
city does not have a sufficient 
number of parks. 

Alarming? Not really. 

Park and recreation depart- 
ment officials realize the short- 
age, but the lack of funds to 


and current public interest will 
undoubtedly influence decisions 
toward park and recreational 
development in Terre Haute. 
(See Capital Improvement Im- 
plementation Program Graph). 

A study reveals the city must 
recognize the importance of 
making facilities accessible to 
the handicapped. This would 
include modyifying existing fa- 
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cilities that are now inac- 
cessible ,and incorporating 
proper specifications for de- 
signing new ones. 

Likewise, the city park and 
recreational system must meet 
the needs of the senior citizens. 
Most local parks are geared to 
satisfy these needs, but plans 
are to offer more recreational 
services to this segment be- 
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cause these individuals are in 
the time of life where the 
greatest abundance of leisure 
time exists. 

Community center facilities 
are vital to the overall system 
and there is a need to develop 
such facilities in the northern 
and eastern sections of the city. 
Next: Recommendations for 
each city park 


POSSIBLE 


PROJECT 


PRIORITY 


INITIATION DATE 


APPROX. COST 


FUNDS X 


develop and maintain new 
parks, coupled with the fact 
there is a shortage of suitable 
recreational land available for 
development have kept the de- 
partment from satisfying the 
public’s recreational demands 
and needs. 

According to park depart- 
ment officials, city priority 
needs include the renovation of 
all neighborhood and communi- 
ty parks, developing new parks 
of suitable nature in Highland, 
Terre Town and Farrington 
Grove areas, developing a com- 
munity center, renovating 
Spencer F. Ball Park and the 
continued development at the 
Dobbs Nature Center. It is pro- 
posed to construct a recrea- 
tional complex with tennis 
courts, ice rink and swimming 
pool at a suitable site. 

A master plan for providing a 
quality park and recreation sys- 
tem for citizens of Terre Haute 
has been prepared and park 
department officials are anx- 
ious to begin a realistic ap- 
proach to the problem. The 
city’s general park and recrea- 
tion needs are of all equal im- 
portance to a “catching up” 
process soon to be inplemented 
by the department. Land avail- 
ability, financial considerations 


$ 2,500.00 
80,000.00 
225,000.00 
20,000.00 
65,000.00 
17,500.00 
25,000.00 
7,500.00 
45,000.00 
145,000.00 
40,000.00 
225,000.00 
25,000 90 , 
24,500.00 
1,500.00 
50,000.00 


Boy Scout Park 
Collett Park 

Deming Park 

Dobbs Nature Center 
Fairbanks Park 
Graham Park 
Herz-Rose Park 
Hyte Center 
Memoria! Park 

Rea Park 

Sheridan Park 
Spencer F. Ball Park 
Gilbert Park 
Thompson Park 
Torner Park 
Voorhees Park 
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NEW DEVELOPMENT 


PROPOSED POSSIBLE 


PROJECT PRIORITY | INITIATION DATE APPROX. COST 
Brittlebank Park 

Proposed Rec. Complex 
Terre Town Park Site 
Highland Park Site 
Farrington Grove Site 
Proposed Comm. Center 
Hulman Links Golt Course 


1977% 
1982 
1978-79 
1978-79 
1979-80 
1980-81 
1977% 


$100,000.00 
800,000.00 
100,000.00 
100,000.00 
75,000.00 
200,000.00 
350,000.00 


* Project already initiated 
X Funding sources: 

1. general obligation bonds, 2. revanue bonds, 3. donations 4. federal aid, 5. fees, charges & concessions, 6. non- 
reverting operation funds, 7. non-reverting cumulative capital. \ 
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By J. BLAINE AKERS 
Tribune-Star Staff Writer 

City park superintendent 
Patrick Dougherty leaned 
back in his chair, hands folded 
behind head and professed, 
“You have to know where 
you've been, where you are 
and where you’re going.” 

Dougherty, explaining the 
significance of the city park 
department's five-year mas- 
ter plan, said, “It’s uncertain 
whether we'll accomplish 
everything included in this 
master plan, but it’s a guide 
to steer us in the right direc- 
tion—I hope.” 

He said his department is 
“catching up” with improving 
park and recreational facil- 
ities here. Dougherty, who 


rks 


mamunity A 


has served as superintendent 
the last six years, admits neg- 
ligence to community parks 
such as Deming, but said neg- 
ligence was not intentional. 
“Sometimes you forget to 
watch the backdoor,” 
Dougherty acknowledged. 
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Five-year plan gives depart 


said Dougherty. 

Recently, the city- council 
appropriated $35,000 for the 
purchase of playground equip- 
ment at Deming Park. 
Dougherty said bids will soon 
be advertised for ‘‘creative 
and adventurous” playground 


The park superintendent - equipment similar to that 


said during the last few years 
the city has concentrated on 
developing and improving 
neighborhood parks. Hence, 
community parks have played 
second fiddle. 

“We are now in a phase in 


which we will direct our at- 


tention to community parks 
such as Deming, but we in- 
tend to complete our improve- 
ments in neighborhood parks 
such as Brittlebank, too,” 
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used in Collett Park. 

“The primary difference in 
the equipment will be that 
Deming Park will have twice 
as much,” he said. 

Other improvements for 
Deming Park are on the draw- 
ing board, but Dougherty said 
he wants approval from the 
park board, city council and 
mayor before any steps are 
taken. 

Dougherty said the park 
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department’s master plan 
hel}: ^e city to obtain federal 
and state aid since funding 
agencies can see where the 
department is aiming itself 
and for what purposes funds 
are needed. 
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id” you have a project in 
mind. You must come up with 
an ongoing, overall plan 
which involves several 
projects and which is directed 
at fulfilling the ultimate goal 
of improving your entire park 
and recreational system,” 
said Dougherty. 
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The Terre Maute Park and 
Recreation Board in Vigo Coun- 
ty has received official ap- 
proval from the Indiana De- 
partment of Natural Resources 
to participate in the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund Pro- 
gram, it was announced by 
Joseph D. Cloud, director of the 
department. 

This program allows any ap- 
proved town, city, township or 
county park board to apply for 
50/50 reimbursing funds for the 
acquisition and development of 
outdoor recreation facilities to 
meet local outdoor recreation 
needs. 

Cloud pointed out that since 
the inception of the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund Pro- 
gram in 1965, approximately 
$39 million has been ap- 
propriated to the Department 
of Natural Resources for park 
and recreation purposes. 
Almost half of those funds have 
been made available by the 
department to. local agencies in 
Indiana for park and recreation 
facility development and ac- 
quisition, the release said. 

Cloud futher congratulated 
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the board on the dedication and 
conern it has dispalyed for the 
future of parks and recreation 
in Terre Haute by developing a 
long range park and recreation 
master plan. This plan inden- 
tifies the recreation needs of 
the citizens of Terre Haute and 
posposes a plan of action to 
meet those needs. The plan, 
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through a detailed acquisition 
and development schedule, pro- 
vides the needed direction to 
the park and recreation board 
in determining which park 
projects to develop. 

Without this prior planning, 
Cloud said, the development of 
the projects would not be a 
reality today. 
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Site proposed as 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Four residents of the Pimen- 
to area, anticipating the day 
when the Pimento School is 
closed, have proposed that the 
Vigo County Park and Recrea- 
tion Board consider taking over 
the site next year and providing 
primarily an outdoor recrea- 
tion facility 

The Vigo County School Corp. 
earlier indicated its willingness 
to transfer the property to the 
county park department after 
the new south elementary 
school is completed. 

“We need smaller parks in 
rural areas. Volunteers are 
available in Pimento About 65 
children live within walking 
distance of the Pimento school. 
The grounds are used ex- 
tensively for such activities as 
basketball, softball, golf prac- 
tice, ete.,” Harold Tichenor, 
leader of the Pimento delega- 
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tion, told the park board at a 
Monday afternoon meeting 

The site of approximately 
seven acres contains the old 
school, built in 1913, and anoth- 
er building with classrooms and 
gymnasium, built in 1925. 

The Pimento group believes 
the newer building could be 
used for winter recreation but 
emphasized that their first 
priority is to save the school 
grounds. 

Board member Burch Harlan 
commented that he likes the 
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recreation facility 


idea of outdoor recreation but 
doesn't think the park depart- 
ment should take on any more 
buildings 

The department is in the 
process of turning over the old 
Glenn School and grounds to the 
office of the Lost Creek Town- 
ship Trustee 

The park department wanted 
out of that situation, citing the 
high cost of operating and 
maintaining the old Glenn 
buildings as a recreation facil- 
ity 

Area citizens. not wishing to 
see the facility razed, mounted 
efforts to save Glenn Center, 
resulting in the pending 
transfer of the property to the 
Lost Creek trustee's office. 

The park board intends to 
proceed slowly on the Pimento 
proposal. so as not to repeat an 
experience similar to that at 
Glenn 

In other business, the board 
approved July minutes and Au- 
gust claims, and heard a report 
from Ruble and Burkeybyle on 
the sixth annual Pioneer Days 
at Fowler Park, Saturday, 
Sept. 30 and Sunday. Oct. 1. 


Besides the usual demonstra- 
tions of pioneer skills and tours 
of the settlement containing six 
log cabins and a bank barn, 
other proposed activities in- ' 
clude canoe races on the lake. ; 

The board will also in- 
vestigate the possibility of ob- 
taining shuttle bus service from 
parking areas to the park 

Additional details of Pioneer 


‘Days will be announced later 


Ruble also announced that 
the county park department 
and the West Central Indiana 
Economic Development Dis- 
trict have set a public hearing 
for 7 pm Thursday at the 
Terre Haute House in reference 
to a proposed park site in 
northern Vigo County 

The public is invited to at- 
tend and comment, Ruble said. 

Max Miller conducted the 
Monday board meeting. All 
members attended’ They in- 
clude Harlan, John Etling, Sus- 
an McCarthy, Fox Burns and 
Bill Thompson 

The park board meets on the 
fourth Thursday of each month 
at 4p.m at the American Red 
Cross building. 


IDNR approves 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

The Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources has placed its official stamp 
of approval on Vigo County’s long range 
park and recreation plan. 

Joseph D. Cloud, director of DNR, 
noted that the preparation and periodic 
updating of a local agency plan is a 
prerequisite to participation in the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund Program. 

The program allows any town, city, 
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township or county park board to apply 


for 50/50 reimbursing funds for the ` 


acquisition and/or development of out- 
door recreation facilities to meet local 
outdoor recreation needs. 

Vigo County Park and Recreation 
Superintendent Keith Ruble estimates it 
took about six months to put the long 
range plan together. 

Highest on the priority list is a large 
park in northern Vigo County. The park 
and recreation board has been looking 
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into possible sites for some time. 

Other major needs, as determined 
through local opinion surveys, include a 
large park in the West Vigo area, and 
the continued expansion of recreation 
facilities in rural areas of the county. 

Othet items on the “wanted” list are 
more tennis courts, adaptive fishing 
areas, horse trails, and areas for off-the- 
road vehicles. 


Ruble said the long plan includes 
lengthening the one existing horse trail 
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at Fowler Park. 

Four small parks in rural areas have 
already been completed, Ruble said, and 
dedication ceremonies are being 
planned. Í $ j 

Three are in the, West Terre Haute 
area (the Sam Newport. Park, Dresser; 
the South Seventh Street Park, and the 
Lee Fields Park) and one (the George 
and Ida Smith Park) in Prairieton. 

Since the Land and Water Con- 
servaion Fund Program began in 1965, 
Indiana’s DNR has received appropria- 
tions totaling about $39 million for park 
and recreation purposes. Almost half 
these funds have been made available by 
the department to local agencies in 
Indiana for park and recreation facility 
development and acquisition. 

In announcing that Vigo County’s long 
range plan had been approved, DNR 
director Cloud congratulated the park 
board on the dedication and concern it 
has displayed for the future of parks and 


recreation in Vigo County by updating ' 


its master plan. 

“This new plan identifies the recrea- 
tion needs of Vigo County and proposes 
a plan of action to meet those needs,” 
Cloud said. 

Now that the local plan has been 
approved, Ruble is conferring Monday 
with DNR officials on acquisition of a 
site for a park in the northern part of the 
county. 
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FUN MOBILE UNITS — A combined effort of the Vigo County Extension Service, 
Vigo County. Park Department and the Girls Club of Terre Haute provide three 
mobile units full of recreation equipment, arts and crafts and 'nutrition activities 
to various locations throughout the county. Getting ready tovhit the road are, 
from left, Linda E. Woods, Robert Parsoneault, Debra Howard and Barbara 


Hamm. 


Three mobile units, provided 
by the Vigo County Extension 
Service, Vigo County Park De- 
partment and the Girls*Club of 
Terre Haute, are stopping at 14 
different sites and four elemen- 
tary schools throughout the 
county as part of the Fun and 
‚Foods program. 

f The staff. _is comprised of 
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CETA participants and work- 
study students at Indiana State 
University, according to John 
Hancewicz, extension youth 
agent. 

“The program is new this. 
month and we plan to continue | 
it year round,” Hancewicz said. , 
The activities will vary accord- 
ing to the location and of course | 
the concept will change with 
the weather.” 

The mobile leaders and their 
respective staffs visit a total of 
14 different locations and four 
elementary schools throughout 
the county on different days of 
the week after school. 

The vans are equipped with 
arts and crafts, such as leather 
goods; mats for gymnastics, 
hula hoops, jump ropes, color- 
ing material and different kinds 
of balls and bats along with the 
nutrition activity. 

The location sites are: 
Lockport and Margaret Avenue | 


. Housing Project, Hyte Com-) 


munity Center, West Terre i 
Haute Community Center, 
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Glenn Home, Glenn Center, the 
old Boys Club annex at north 
25th street and Fourth Avenue, 
14th and Oak Street Church, - 
Dresser Community Center — 
apne and Collett Park. 
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